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Brea of palustrian honk s ocoupy ing a taxce part of the South: Atlantic. coast 
al plain, and next to the nverglades or Florids coustitutes the Largest: - 
single area of morass to be found along the Atlantic seaboard. 

prior to the invasion of the lunberman and the agriculturist, the 
‘confines of the Dismal Swamp extended car beyond ‘their present Limits, and 
-? have oubraced a territory ineluding lesser contiguous ewan areas of 


4 
2200 square miles. : This great area comprised nbarly att. the terri tory 


‘lying vetwoon ‘the James BAYER Hampton Roads, “e ciutsapeake Bay on the 


y ; 


north, Albemarle sound on he south, the Atlantic | O¢ean on the east, and 


the Hansemond escarpment on the west, ins latter boundary Pere © feirly 


southward from near suffolk, 


‘well-defined ancient sea beach extending 
Virginia, to Albemarle Sound and ‘situated about 40 miles west of the present 
shore line ana apparently formed at a time when the coastal plain was at 
a mach lower elevation thax 1 now. eemereht a : 
| hat are today generally regarded as the confines of the Dismal 
; rem comprise an area of about "750 square mie more ; than one-third the 
area. of the State of Delaware and nearly two-thirds the area of the oNeye 
es) Rhode Island, although it miners be moves thet many acres: of ‘the 3 
; higher perte of this territory through ‘cavhie al drainage and conversion . 


‘to agricultural us06s have lost: practically ali He characteristics of 


S alors, [oth Annual Reps Uy Se Geol. Survey, pe co = 


land. The swam 


is mainly ¢ompri sed within the area, ‘Semuted by the 
seaboard airline Railroad on the north, the Norfolk @ southern Railroad 

on the south and cast, end the Nensemond escarpuent on the wont. Des 
merging 2 are often indefinite and merge ‘almost imperceptibly inte smaller 

- awenp. 82 areas phansasing most of the characteristics or the greater ewanps ee 
Roughly, the Dismal swamp is 20 miles wide and 55 miles Long, about co pr 


aaa of its area being in Virginie, the remainder in Worth Carolina, — 


” Numerous small swap streams enter the Dismal BS) 


| lands of fansemond County in Virginia and Gates County in North carolina, ie? 


principal onesibeing Foeoson, ceeremt MOSH, - Pot quarter, corapeake, Polly T. 8 


Goose, and Jones Creeks. : wheir sauvek within the dueld bax protaniy Mirek. 


; ¥ 


been determined.  _—v 


Tn or aajecent $0 the northerly. aeeyeriy and southerly confines - 


amber or important rivers have their rides he Nansemond 


ef the Syanp a : 


River. ant the elizabeth River, with its three branches, . the western, Southern, 


| and Eastern flow northwerd and empty into James River and Hampton Roads. ee 


—- North landing River and Northwest River arain the easterly part of the 


ne and. flowing southeasterly ompty into Carrituck Sound. “N orth, 2 Pasquo- 
"tank, Little, and Perquimans 1 uivers ile wholly in North Caroling and 3 

. flowing southeasterly fron the. southern part of the Swaly empty into Al be- te 
© maxis Sounds All of ‘these rivers ax their ‘lower. reaches are tidal and | 

are navigable to Light or moderate draft boats to near the confines of. 


the Dismal swamps | _ khove tide head most of these rivers desone slugetsh bes 
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With the depletion of the forests (see Pl. IV.) the work of 
the agriculturist has gone on apace. Landowners have come to see that = 


Only through drainage and agricultural utilization could much of the cute — 


over lands bo made of practical values In addition to a number of 
successful 4ndividual ; drainage prey aets in the trmediate vicinity of the 


Pleasant Grove Drainage District, the first attempt <t organization under 


se, so, SS 


mwge Act of 1910 has been made in the Butts Road Diaetrict 
on Indian Oreck. Just over the line in North Carolina the voyock Drainage 


District has for some time been engaged in dredging & system of ditches 


o 


locking to the reclamation of about 13,000 acres of the swamp. 


Corn .and Irish potatoes are the leading crops grown and some of 


the 


the largest snd most productive farme in Virginia are to be found along 
northern and eastern borders of the Dismal gwamp. rom one farm just north 
(of the Pleasant Grove Drainage District it is stated that 20,000 barrels 

of potatoes were shipped during the aeason of 1910, , | 


In the region about the Dien 


al Swamp the arable lends are largely 


given up to truck farming, an industry that has assumed proportions of 


about $8,000,000 gross sales ammally. Norfolk is the center of this 
industry and the metropolis of the region, With eight railroads centering 
there and steamers sailing regularly to Washington, Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, sew York, Providence, Boston, snd other points, the locality enjoys 


exceptional transportation facilities and the benefits of one of the 


best and most suitable markets in the world, 


Soile 


he two principal types of seit eovering in the Dismal Swamp 


have disoussed. 
Both the er and the “dark types have @ large water holding 
capacity, puhien wh like & BPONTe!s about 20 per. cent of their total water 


eontent being 


gravitational waters Saturated they weigh from 65 to. OQ” 


pounds per cubic LOO% Deprived of gravitational and capillary weter the 


dark” goil weighs 36 pounds to the eupic foot, while the "Tight", in an 


air dry and unpressed condition, may weigh no more than 15 to 16 pounds: per 


gabic foot, of which 80 to 90 per cent is volatile and combustible matters 


» 


Very Little grit can be Aabbated in either type by the fingers or teeth, 


end both show decided acidity when tested or tested with blue litme papers 


Lime tends to neutralize the solidity, and drainage and aeration further 
reduce it, tut soils which save been in cultivation for many years are not 


wholly exempt in this respect. 


Yory little of the juniper or "Light" swamp is to be found in 

the Pleasant Grove Drainage District, the "dark" swamp constituting 
practically a11 of the wooded area over which there is a leyer of vegetable 
ratter black ‘in color and reneing from & Bee to 3 feet in thicknesee hen 
drained and cultivated this soil becomes very productive (see Ple Iles figs 2) 


and retains for a great many years sufficient organic matter to impart a 
i 


‘dark eolor to the lands 
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